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Sneads Ferry Environmental Education Center & Library… 

The library portion of the new Sneads Ferry Environmental Education 
Center (EEC) and Library opened its doors on March 17, with more than 
500 people attending.  The EEC opened on April 5, with 581 people 
attending.  The 11,772 square foot EEC/library contains multiple 
meeting spaces, a 20-station computer lab, improved library collec-
tions, reading and study areas, wetland walkways and boardwalk, a 
dedicated youth and programming room, an outdoor classroom, 
demonstration area, and free Internet access and Wi-Fi. 

Exhibits at the EEC include “Discover Onslow”, which focuses on area 
waterways.  “Flora and Fauna” focuses on our local diversity of plants 
and wildlife, in particular our rare and endangered species.  Other 
displays feature our cultural history and local wildlife specimens. 

The facility is located at 1330 Highway 210, just past the Old Folk-
stone Rd. intersection.  Normal hours are Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Friday 9 am to 6 pm.  Thursday hours are 10 am to 7 
pm, and Saturday 9 am to 3 pm. 

The Wacky Winter of 2014 … 

The winter of 2014, especially January through March, has been com-
pared to a rollercoaster.  The image (next page) provided by the NC 
State Climate Office (SCO) shows just how wild the ride was.  For a 
while, it seemed that if it was Tuesday, it meant snow, freezing rain, 
or ice. 

There were some impressive extremes on both ends of the tempera-
ture scale, which resulted in high variability.  The SCO stated “based 
on mean temperature standard deviations, this was the 2nd-most vari-
able winter in Charlotte, the 3rd-most variable in Asheville, and the 
7th-most variable in Wilmington.” 

The spring forecast is for a continuation of variable weather condi-
tions.  The SCO can’t predict severe weather this far in advance; 
however, such events are a possibility – mainly as thunderstorms and 
high winds.  The National Weather Service Climate Prediction Center 
forecast for May-July is presented on the last page.  It looks like we 
have a good chance for some above-normal temperatures. 
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(Source:  NC State Climate Office) 

Upcoming classes & events … 

May 1:  Bird Identification 
Time:  9:00 am - 1:00 pm 
Location: Carolina Beach State Park 

To register, contact:  Carla Edwards at 910-458-
8206 or by email at carla.edwards@ncparks.gov. 
Coastal North Carolina is a major breeding spot for 
neo-tropical migratory birds.  These birds winter 
in Central and South America, and make their 
summer home in this area.  This free program is 
open to the general public ages 16 and over, and 
it will qualify for Component II of the NC OEE cer-
tification. 

May 2 & 3:  Project Food, Land, & People (FLP) 
Onslow Multipurpose Complex.  Fee:  free.  Pre-

registration is required.  Contact Pat Curley at 
pwcurley@ncsu.edu for inquiries or to register. 

May 6:  Bird Identification 
Time:  9:00 am - 1:00 pm 
Location: Cabin Lake Park, Beulaville 

The NC Wildlife Resources Commission and Cabin 
Lake Park are offering a class where both resident 
and neo-tropical migratory birds will be identified 
by sight and sound.  It is open to the public ages 
16 and up, and is free of charge.  For more infor-
mation or to register, call them at (910) 298-3648 
or email cabinlake@duplincountync.com. 

May 20:  Migratory Birds Workshop 
Time:  9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
Fee:  $10/participant 
Location: Halyburton Park, Wilmington NC 

Coastal North Carolina is a major breeding spot for 
neo-tropical migratory birds.  Learn to identify 
them by sight and sound, as well as learn about 
their biology, habitat requirements, and life cy-
cles.  Educator Mike Campbell of the NC Wildlife 
Resources and park naturalist Andy Fairbanks lead 
this workshop.  To register, call Andy at (910) 341-
0075 or email andy.fairbanks@wilmingtonnc.gov. 

May 29:  Birding by Ear 
Time:  7:00 am - 3:00 pm 
Fee:  $10/participant 
Location: Halyburton Park, Wilmington NC 

Join educator Mike Campbell of the NC Wildlife 
Resources and park naturalist Andy Fairbanks to 
learn the songs and calls of resident and migratory 
birds.  Useful tips, tricks, and mnemonics will be 
provided to help with identification.  The class 
begins early in the morning, and visits the Green 
Swamp and other locations in Brunswick County.  
To register, call Andy at (910) 341-0075 or email 
andy.fairbanks@wilmingtonnc.gov. 

Plants for Wet Places … 
Does your yard have a wet or damp area where 
you have problems getting plants to grow?  This is 
not uncommon for southeastern NC.  Charlotte 
Glen, Urban Horticulture Agent - Pender County, 
compiled Plants for Wet Places.  For further in-
formation about these plants, contact your local 
Extension office. 
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Plants for Wet Places 
If you have ever planted azaleas in a wet site, you probably quickly realized that not all plants are adapted 
to handle extra moisture.  Sites can be wet for different reasons, such as low-lying topography, high 
groundwater tables, or poor internal drainage due to high clay or silt content.  Whatever the reason, the 
outcome is still the same – many of our common landscape plants fail to thrive in these wet sites. 

In wet soils, air spaces are filled with water for part or most of the growing season.  Plant roots require oxy-
gen to live, but in wet soils there is little or no oxygen available.  The result is death due to suffocation or 
infection by root rot diseases that thrive in wet soils.  Depending on the plant species, death may be rapid 
or prolonged.  Some plants though, are adapted to not only grow but also thrive in wet soils.  Following is a 
list of plants that thrive in wet to average soils, are commonly available, grow well in southeastern NC, and 
are attractive landscape plants.  Many of these plants can be seen online at:  http://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/. 

Trees Shrubs Perennials 

River Birch+ 

Betula nigra 
Inkberry Holly*+ 

Ilex glabra 
Hardy Hibiscus+ 

Hibiscus moscheutos 

Bald Cypress+ 
Taxodium ascendens 

Wax Myrtle*+ 
Myrica cerifera 

Texas Star+ 
Hibiscus coccineus 

Red Maple+ 
Acer rubrum 

Anise Shrub*+ 
Ilicium parviflorum 

Cardinal Flower+ 
Lobelia cardinalis 

Sweet Bay Magnolia*+ 
Magnolia virginiana 

Yaupon Holly*+ 
Ilex vomitoria 

Blue Star+ 
Amsonia tabernaemontana 

Southern Magnolia*+ 
Magnolia grandiflora 

Dahoon Holly*+ 
Ilex cassine 

Black Eyed Susan+ 
Rudbeckia fulgida 

Weeping Willow 
Salix babylonica 

Sweet Shrub+ 
Calycanthus floridus 

Swamp Milkweed+ 
Asclepias incarnata 

Willow Oak+ 
Quercus phellos 

Summersweet+ 
Clethra alnifolia 

Joe Pye Weed+ 
Eupatorium dubium 

Laurel Oak*+ 
Quercus laurifolia 

Sweetspire+ 
Itea virginica 

Hardy Ginger Lily 
Hedychium coronarium 

Fringe Tree+ 
Chionanthus virginicus 

Dwarf Fothergilla+ 
Fothergilla gardenii 

Siberian Iris 
Iris sibirica 

Atlantic White Cedar*+ 
Chamaecyparis thyoides 

Winterberry+ 
Ilex verticillata 

Blue Flag Iris+ 
Iris virginica 

* = evergreen            +
 = native to SE USA 

Prepared by 
Charlotte Glen, Urban Horticulture Agent 

North Carolina Cooperative Extension - Pender County Center
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NWS temperature prediction … 

 
Source:  
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predicti
ons/long_range/seasonal.php?lead=1 
 
 
 

 4-H Summer Avenues of 
Interest - 2014 

 

The 4-H motto is:  “to make the best better,” so 
make the best better by enrolling now to learn 

something new and meet new people.  The 4-H 
office - along with those giving leadership to the 
activities - hope you have an enjoyable summer 
and invite youth age 9 – 18 to take advantage of 
some of the opportunities offered in the Avenues 
of Interest Summer Program.  Classes offered will 
be First Aid/CPR and Babysitting.  Also offered 
will be five weeks of camp opportunities (varying 
ages) and additional outdoor activities. 

We invite you to join us for an exciting summer!!!  
Any youth in Onslow County may enroll in one or 
more workshops, you do not have to be the 4-H’er 
to register, just come by the 4-H office at 4024 
Richlands Hwy, Jacksonville, NC.  Check our web-
site (http://onslow.ces.ncsu.edu) to see what 
classes we offer and if they are full, or call us at 
(910) 455-5873.  All programs have a registration 
fee, which must be paid when you register.  Regis-
tration will not be held at the workshop or 
activity.  Be sure to ask about our summer camp 
weeks for children age 8-12! 

All monies collected are used for supplies and or 
instructor fees.  Again, do not miss out on an ex-
citing summer of 4-H activities. 

Don’t forget … 

Help save paper, postage, and your tax dollars!  
This newsletter is available online at: 

http://onslow.ces.ncsu.edu/content/Envedarchive 
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