
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Melissa E. Huffman 
Extension Agent,  
Agriculture –  
Field Crops 
 
Contact Us: 
NCCE-Onslow 
County  
4024 Richlands Hwy. 
Jacksonville, NC  
28540 
 
(910) 455-5873 
(910) 455-0977 Fax 
http://onslow.ces.ncs
u.edu 
 
North Carolina State University 
and North Carolina A&T State 
University commit themselves 
to positive action to secure 
equal opportunity regardless of 
race, color, creed, national 
origin, religion, sex, age, 
veteran status or disability.  In 
addition, the two Universities 
welcome all persons without 
regard to sexual orientation.  
North Carolina State University, 
North Carolina A&T State 
University, U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, and local 
governments cooperating. 

 

               FIELD CROPS  

                         NEWSLETTER                                                              
                                                                  April/May 2014 

                                                                                                
        

     
 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Time to Start 
Scouting for 
Hessian Fly! 
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CEREAL LEAF BEETLES (CLB) IN WHEAT 

 
Cereal leaf beetles are the most serious insect pest of small grains in 
North Carolina.  Adult beetles usually arrive in wheat fields in March 
and are about 3/16 inch long with bluish-black heads and wing 
covers.  The legs and front segment of the thorax are rust-red. 
Larvae usually begin to appear in April and are slug-like, have 
orangish-yellow bodies and brownish-black heads and legs.  
However, a black globule of mucus and fecal matter usually hides the 
body coloration, giving them a shiny black, wet appearance. 
CLB adult feeding does not injure the wheat crop.  Larvae, however, 
eat long strips of green tissue from between leaf veins and may 
skeletonize entire leaves.  Severely defoliated fields take on a white 
“frosted” cast when lots of green tissue is lost on the upper leaves. 
Wheat fields should be scouted for CLB eggs and larvae in April 
when wheat reaches the “flag leaf” stage.  If there are more than 25 
eggs plus larvae found on 100 tillers, an insecticide should be applied 
as soon as possible.  This will kill the CLB population before the 
larvae can skeletonize leaves and reduce yields.   Low rates of several 
insecticides, such as Sevin, Warrior, Karate Z, Mustang Max 0.8EC, 
Lannate, Tracer 4SC, will control this single generation pest. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



NC COTTON BOLL WEEVIL FEE 
 
The 2014 NC boll weevil assessment fee will be $1.00 per acre.  The fee supports the 
Boll Weevil Eradication Foundation’s efforts to monitor cotton acreage for any re-
introduction of the boll weevil and to respond promptly with eradication treatment if 
necessary.   
Contractors will install and monitor traps from late summer until after harvest and frost.  
Because the main focus of NC’s program has shifted from eradication to monitoring, 
farmers should anticipate the number of traps in fields to decrease.  To allow for trapping 
and monitoring, cotton growers are required to certify cotton acreage with the Farm 
Service Agency office by June 30. 
 
 
 

COTTON PLANTING DATES 
 
Planting date has a significant influence on cotton yields.  Results from planting date 
trials indicate that optimum yields are obtained when cotton is planted before May 5.  
Yields decline approximately 12 pounds of lint per acre per day after this date.  However, 
when cotton is planted between May 5, and May 20, yield reduction are not as drastic as 
reductions when planting occurs from mid to late May.  Planting cotton after May 20 
should be avoided if at all possible. 
 
While planting date is important, soil temperatures are also critical for germination and 
early growth of cotton seedlings.  Temperatures below 50 degrees during germination can 
result in decreased emergence and slower early season growth. 
 
Cotton planting should begin when the following conditions are met: 

1.) After April 15. 
2.) The soil has reached 65 degrees by 10 a.m. at a 3-inch depth in a moist 

seedbed. 
3.) Warm, dry weather is predicted for the next 5 to 7 days. 

 
 
 
 

May and June Suggested Soybean Plant Populations 
 

Attached to this newsletter is the NCSU Suggested Populations for May-Planted and 
June-Planted soybeans.  Based on NCSU on-farm tests, maximum yield and maximum 
profit were achieved with populations lower than those noted.  So there is no benefit to 
exceeding these recommendations (assuming 90% emergence). 
 

 
 
 



Soybeans Behind Soybeans 
 

Droughty soil types, commodity prices, and high input costs have caused more growers 
to consider planting soybeans behind soybeans.  Please consider the following points as 
you make final cropping decisions. 
 
Based on numerous NCSU on-farm tests, soybeans following soybeans will decrease 
yield by 3-5 bushels per acre less than soybeans following corn.  While planting beans 
behind beans may work well for you for a few years, it is not recommended that you 
plant back to back for more than three years 
 
With beans behind beans, a pest problem will arise sooner or later (remember, it might ot 
appear for a year or two).  That pest problem may potentially be glyphosate-resistant 
palmer amaranth, or increased kudzu bug populations. 
 
Another pest problem that may arise is nematodes, particularly cyst nematode on sandy 
soils.  Cyst nematode can cause severe yield loss.  While there are several high-yielding 
commercially available cyst nematode resistant varieties, they may not offer resistance to 
the race(s) present in your field.   
 
 
 
 
Onslow Co. young farmer attends NC State Tobacco Short Course        

A young Onslow Co. tobacco grower, Ross Collins of Maysville, recently participated in 
the week long 2014 NC State Tobacco Short Course in Raleigh.  Collins has been 
farming for five years with his father, David, at Collins Farms.  

During the week long event, which coincided with the Southern Farm Show and the 
Tobacco Growers Association of North Carolina’s Annual Meeting, the short course 
participants took part in the educational program aimed at helping them better understand 
all facets of tobacco production and marketing. 

During the Tobacco Short Course, 35 tobacco growers and advisors were schooled in the 
classroom on everything from greenhouse production of seedling plants to harvesting 
tobacco ready for market. Instructors in the short course included NC State Extension 
specialists in agricultural economics, agronomy, biological and agricultural engineering, 
crop science, entomology and plant pathology. 

The group also spent a day touring three tobacco-related industry facilities in eastern 
North Carolina. They included the Universal Leaf Processors plant near Nashville, 
AVOCA Farm at Merryville, and Global Laboratory Services, Inc. in Wilson.  

“Since our industry faces continuous change, we need to make sure our younger farmers, 
their advisors, and other allied industry representatives are able to focus on how to attain 



efficient, quality tobacco production,” says Dr. Bill Collins, the retired director of NC 
State tobacco extension programs and coordinator of the Tobacco Short Course program. 
He added, “The young tobacco growers in the short course plan to grow thousands of 
acres of flue-cured and burley tobacco in the state this year." 

The 2014 NC State Tobacco Short Course was conducted by the North Carolina Tobacco 
Foundation in partnership with the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences at NC State 
University with a grant from the North Carolina Tobacco Research Commission with 
funds from the 10-cent per hundred pounds of tobacco sold via a self-assessment paid at 
the point-of-sale. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SPOTLIGHT FOR APRIL     

How You Can Help Us Serve You Better 
Through daily practice, we at Onslow County Cooperative Extension strive to promote a 
culture among staff and the community of positively impacting our environment. The 
Cooperative Extension conducts programs addressing a variety to topics to help you 
reduce your negative impact and increase your positive impact on the environment. 
Programs focus on sustainable practices in economy, society and the environment. In 
order to further our impact we are asking you to consider helping us reduce our 
environmental impact in a very simple way, requesting electronic correspondence from 
us, rather than paper correspondence. Why is it so important? Consider some of the 
environmental impact we make by using paper in our 
newsletters:http://www.environmentalpaper.org/PAPER-statistics.html 

• Cutting trees that release oxygen for our environment 
• Energy usage and environmental impact in pulp and paper industry 
• Fuel consumption by air, rail, and road transport distributing reams of paper 
• Fuel consumption sending paper documents via ground & air courier services 

 
Consider the following facts about the paper and ink industry: 
 

• Paper consumption has tripled since 1960 and Americans generate 85 million tons 
of paper into the waste stream 

• The U.S. pulp and paper industry is the 2nd largest consumer of energy 
• EPA estimates that more than 400 million ink and 100 million toner cartridges 

end up in landfills each year 
• The average U.S. officer worker prints 10,000 pages per year 

 
 



Consider the environmental impact of just 10 million pages: 
 

• 2,500 trees 
• 56,000 gallons of oil 
• 450 cubic yards of landfill space 
• 595,000 KW (kilowatts) of energy  

(Data Source: www.epa.gov) 
 
These numbers do not even take into account the cost of mailing newsletters, the increase 
workload on those who print, fold, address, stamp, and deliver these letters. The money 
and time saved could be used to enhance the service we offer to the community. Neither 
does it consider the waste that comes from newsletters, once they are read, being 
discarded in your trash, then picked up by your garbage service and dumped into the 
landfill.  Even when recycled there is the impact and cost of that process that we must 
consider. 
 
So why not make the “GREEN” choice to Go Paperless on your correspondence from us. 
All our newsletters are already available online at http://onslow.ces.ncsu.edu/ or we will 
be happy to add your email to our existing databases. Your email will be secure and will 
not be shared with any other agency. It’s as simple as sending us an email to Peggie 
Garner at peggie_garner@ncsu.edu , include your email address and the names of the 
newsletter you wish to receive via email.  
 
 
 
 
Recommendations for the use of chemicals are included in this publication as a 
convenience to the reader.  The use of brand names and any mention or listing of 
commercial products or services in this publication does not imply endorsement by the 
North Carolina Cooperative Extension nor discrimination against similar products or 
services not mentioned.  Individuals  who use chemicals are responsible for ensuring that 
the intended use complies with current regulations and conforms to the product label.  Be 
sure to obtain current information about usage and examine a current product label 
before applying any chemical.  For assistance, contact an agent of the North Carolina 
Cooperative Extension in your county. 
 
The use of brand names in this publication does not imply endorsement of the products or 
services named or criticism of similar ones not mentioned 
 


